
FIRST GRADE ELA KNOWLEDGE-BASED UNITS

Theme Unit #9: Light and Sound Suggested Duration 3-4 weeks

GSE Standards

Priority Standards

ELAGSE1RI2 Identify the main topic and retell key details of a text.

ELAGSE1RI3 Describe the connection between two individuals, events, ideas, or pieces of information in a text.

ELAGSE1RI4 Ask and answer questions to help determine or clarify the meaning of words and phrases in a text.

ELAGSE1RI5 Know and use various text features (e.g., headings, tables of content, glossaries, electronic menus, icons) to locate key facts or information in a text.

ELAGSE1W2 Write informative/ explanatory texts in which they name a topic, supply some facts about the topic, and provide some sense of closure.

ELAGSE1W8 With guidance and support from adults, recall information from experiences or gather information from provided sources to answer a question.

Last Revised: July 2022



Essential Questions

Literal—
What are some patterns you hear in sounds?
What are some patterns you see in lights?
What are different effects of vibrations on our body?

Inferential—
How can sound also produce motion?
How can light also produce heat?
How can you make sounds softer/louder?
How can you make lights dimmer/brighter?

Evaluative -
What are some situations in which light or sound is absolutely
necessary?
How can we handle situations where light or sound is needed but
not available?

Tier I Words (conversational) Tier II Words (transdisciplinary) Tier III Words (content-specific)

see, hear, feel light, sound, vibration, visible illuminate, decibels

Science of Reading Strategies

Berger Framework for Comprehension: Template

Berger Framework with Iinstructional Notes

Comprehension Strategy

Use Expository Text Wheel strategy from
Florida Center for Reading Research to guide
identification of main ideas and details for
books and passages in this unit. This would
make a great interactive hall display if
students analyze different passages, books,
or chapters within a book.

Vocabulary Strategy

Use the Word Connections strategy from Florida Center for Reading
Research using the provided list as well as key terms from this unit
such as:
lamp, flashlight, cookie
bulb, rug, flame
purple, loud, soft
microphone, pencil, speaker

Assessments

Formative Assessment(s):

Description: Think Pair Share to brainstorm devices students are familiar with that produce both light and sound--television, smart board, etc.

Standards:
ELAGSE1RI3 Describe the connection between two individuals, events, ideas, or pieces of information in a text.
ELAGSE1W8 With guidance and support from adults, recall information from experiences or gather information from provided sources to answer a question.
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1vcrKR719laEh0VKevGyLkEMFbBQn_yzcFcbPPgIq3Jc/copy
https://docs.google.com/document/d/16pbm6daCM7lGluAoRngQpfffu0lk-u1ffPOQSFhGigk/edit?usp=sharing
http://fcrr.fsu.acsitefactory.com/sites/g/files/upcbnu2836/files/media/PDFs/student_center_activities/k1_comprehension/k1_expository_text_structure.pdf/k1_c016_expository_text_wheel.pdf
https://fcrr.org/student-center-activities/kindergarten-and-first-grade#sca8
http://fcrr.fsu.acsitefactory.com/sites/g/files/upcbnu2836/files/media/PDFs/student_center_activities/k1_vocabulary/k1_word_structure_word_analysis/k1_v020_word_connections.pdf
https://fcrr.org/student-center-activities/kindergarten-and-first-grade#sca8
https://fcrr.org/student-center-activities/kindergarten-and-first-grade#sca8


Summative Assessment(s):

Description: ReadWorks “Light & A Loud Concert”

1. Provide students with a copy of the passage and read the text aloud.
2. In small groups or one-on-one, read the questions to students for them to answer.

Standards:
ELAGSE1RI2 Identify the main topic and retell key details of a text.
ELAGSE1RI3 Describe the connection between two individuals, events, ideas, or pieces of information in a text.

Writing Task and Rubric:

Description: How Does That Work?

1. Share the following prompt with students and allow them to use any available resources from this unit (mentor texts, notes, etc) to produce an information writing: Concerts and
plays involve a combination of light and sound to entertain the audience. Explain at least two sources of light and sound at a concert or play along with their purpose.

2. Provide students with the Information Writing Checklist while working and score their final products using the Information Writing Rubric.

Standards:
ELAGSE1W2 Write informative/ explanatory texts in which they name a topic, supply some facts about the topic, and provide some sense of closure.
ELAGSE1W8 With guidance and support from adults, recall information from experiences or gather information from provided sources to answer a question.

Objective or Content Learning Experiences Differentiation Considerations

Building Background Knowledge Through
The Berger Framework

Berger Framework: Sound All Around

Berger Framework: Light is All Around Us

Standards Based Text Activities - tasks should
require metacognitive strategies.  Process of
thinking and building knowledge is visible in
learning.

1. Display the book First Field Trips: Concert on Epic and have students choose 5
different sources of sound discussed or shown in the book.

2. Have each student rank the sources of sound they chose from softest to loudest.
3. As a whole group, collaboratively create a spectrum from softest to loudest sources

of sound by sharing and debating initial ideas.
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-aWfzGZKSS-nlwnOYxRM-K8erAOYf8IR/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1VFpsEY9JJFx9_4S8t-RoEfngUCaBcLac/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ysr4D1Cbx_Y8iEfNCwaOXLooIrOiNFzkMz13MigFAtI/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/16yVVzJDXdw88m7ougnaSUJcMJYiAkr8BFx9E6VICzTs/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.getepic.com/book/37881769/first-field-trips-concert?utm_source=t2t&utm_medium=link&utm_campaign=content&share=29925693800


Performance Task - students should use both
written and verbal expression to complete
the task.

1. Make “head harps” to demonstrate the vibration in sounds.

2. Have students write kid-friendly directions in their own words for a friend or

family member to follow and create a head harp.

Extension: Rather than recreating directions
for the head harp, have accelerated students
design a new instrument and write
kid-friendly directions.

Recommended High Quality Complex Text By Lexile Band

Little Physicist Light
Light Rookie Read-About
First Science Sound
Simply Sound
Sounds All Around Us (District provided with previous transdisciplinary unit)
Light is All Around Us (District provided with previous transdisciplinary unit)
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https://www.exploratorium.edu/snacks/head-harp

